
 

 

 
Maria J. Martin 
Candidate for Heiltsuk Tribal Council   
Born and raised in Bella Bella, I am the youngest daughter of the late Edward and Viola Martin, and a proud mother to Rory, Randall, and 
Patricia Housty. My family, community, and culture are the foundation of who I am and continue to guide the work I do in service to our 
Nation. 

 
I am putting my name forward because I believe our people deserve strong, accountable leadership that listens, advocates, and takes 
action. Leadership is not about status or position, it is about standing up for community, building trust, and ensuring the voices of our 
people are heard, respected, and supported. 

Throughout my years of service and professional experience, I have remained committed to advocating for the well-being of Heiltsuk 
members and strengthening the systems that support our Nation. My work has actively included housing, health, governance, budgeting, 
justice, accountability, economic development, and community support initiatives, all with the long-term goal of creating practical and 
sustainable outcomes for our people. 

Portfolio Work as a Heiltsuk Tribal Council Representative 

Supporting the development and implementation of housing strategies and policies  
Advocating further funding for more housing, improvements to housing conditions and renovation supports  
Collaborating with leadership and staff to strengthen programs and services with implementation of our Strategic Plan  
Supporting the health and wellness needs of community members  
Participating in budget analysis and financial review processes  
Supporting community members through guidance, advocacy, and problem solving through phone call, one on one meetings. 
Heiltsuk Pathway to Jurisdiction legislation process.  
External Leadership:  Serving as the First Nations Health Council Central Coast Regional Representative  
 

My educational and professional background in Project Management, Administration, and Education has strengthened my ability to lead and 
advocate for transparency, fairness, and accountability. I bring experience, professionalism, and a solutions-focused approach to each table 
the pertains to our coastal regions. 
Our Nation is strongest when leadership relates to the people. Our community deserves leadership that is visible, approachable, 
transparent, supportive, and grounded in Heiltsuk values. I will continue to advocate for community needs, healthier families, youth 
opportunities, employment, housing improvements, and overall community wellness while ensuring our cultural teachings remain at the 
center of decision-making. 

I am compassionate, direct and committed to progressively moving our Nation forward in a good way.  I am open to difficult conversations, 
I view this as an opportunities to learn and recognize the importance of collaboration, integrity, and respectful relationship building. 

Highlights of my term: 

Pathway to Jurisdiction legislation process. 
Government to Government advocacy Heiltsuk Tribal Council Representative to Provincial and Federal Member’s of Parliament 

and Deputy Minister Tables. 
Heiltsuk Tribal Council Safety Committee 
Heiltsuk Tribal Council Representative Provincial & Federal governments 
Pathways to healing:  sustainable land based healing opportunities in Kunsoot 
Heiltsuks Tribal Council Representative to BCF 
Heiltsuk Tribal Council Representative to Halika’as Heiltsuk Health Board Society 

 
My Commitment: 

To listen to the voices of the people  
To advocate strongly for community needs  
To support healthy and sustainable growth for our Nation  
To uphold accountability and transparency in leadership and systems 
. 

Committed leadership is visible in how you show up, for the community, for individuals and the relationships we build, the people we uplift, 
and the pathways we create  for future generations. I respectfully ask for your support in this upcoming election and look forward to 
walking alongside our people with strength, humility, and purpose. 

W̓álas Ǧiáxsix̌a ~Maria J. Martin 
Candidate for Heiltsuk Tribal Council 


	JERYN HUMCHITT
	If elected, my priorities would include:

	“Rooted in Heiltsuk values, committed to holistic wellness and community care.”
	Prudence Reid-Gogh
	Candidate for Heiltsuk Elected Councillor
	Yáu, my name is Prudence Reid and my traditional name is Mátḷágíla. My grandfather was Percy Reid. My family crests are the eagle and whale, and I come from the house of Yáx̌uλas. Although I grew up in Vancouver, my connection to Heiltsuk territory, culture, and community has always remained deeply important to me. My professional work has focused on mental health, wellness, healing, and community support. I am a therapist and art therapist currently completing my PhD, with my work centered on holistic and culturally grounded approaches to healing.My work emphasizes relationship-building, accessibility, and culturally meaningful care. My experience has strengthened my leadership skills in advocacy, project coordination, collaboration, and community capacity building.
	MY VISION
	PILLAR OF GENERATIONAL LEADERSHIP
	My vision for our community is rooted in caring for the whole person, celebrating our culture, and ensuring everyone can access the care and support they need. I want to be part of efforts that strengthen mental health, promote restorative justice, and create healing opportunities connected to our land. I believe in nurturing wellness across all areas—physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual—to help everyone feel connected, strong, and supported. Our elders are cherished, and every person should have the resources, care, and cultural ties to live a vibrant, self-directed life. Together, we can build a community where everyone thrives.
	Healing Our People, Strengthening Our Nation.
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